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Welcome to Personal Finance.  The focus of this course is to understand the major economic activities – earning, spending, saving and borrowing.  The emphasis is on the importance of being responsible when engaging in these economic activities.  Secondly, we’ll focus on characteristics of financial goals, steps in decision making and factors that affect financial decisions.  Long story short – we’ll talk about the different ways to make $$$, save $$$, spend $$$ and borrow $$$, and then turn around and not blow it all.  Most of the information found below is 100% common sense, but hey… it never hurts to state the obvious.
Be present and on time:  Just as adults have jobs, being a student is currently your job.  Take it seriously and do your best.  You are laying groundwork now for your future.  Your grades now DO MATTER.  They will affect your ability to get into college or a full time job.  Attendance is important.  Most students who fail, do so because they are absent too often.  Make up work is your responsibility.  Find a buddy! No really… right now, look around, make eye contact with someone that says “When I’m gone…. You’re my lifeline.” If you have to miss school, check Blackboard to see what you have missed and check with me to determine when makeup work can be turned in.  Normally two (2) after you have returned. 

 SMART Lunch is a great time for making up or completing work.  SMART Lunch is also your only opportunity to make up missed quizzes and tests.  If you miss a quiz or test, or if you would like to retake a quiz for an improved grade, you are required to take that assessment within the first 3 SMART Lunch sessions that follow.  Being on time is also important.  Instruction begins when the bell rings and you should be in your seat at that time working on your Ringer.  Unless otherwise noted, your Ringer or starting assignment will be posted on Canvas.  You should always log on to Blackboard first thing after entering the class.  Smart Lunch will be held in Mod. 1-08.
If you are tardy, sign the tardy log that is in the notebook by the door and do not make a big deal about it.  The first tardy will result in a warning; the second tardy will result in parent/guardian contact, and the third tardy will be a lunch referral and fourth and final tardy will result in an administrative referral.
Be prepared for and engaged in learning:  Come with a positive attitude and an open mind ready to learn essential skills that will help you in your current and future school career and in your professional career.  Bring a pen/pencil and paper with you every day.  Just because we have computers does NOT mean we will always use computers.  We’ll typically use the computer’s almost every day for other assignments, but keep in mind… it’s for ASSIGNMENTS!    This includes, but is not limited to, computer games, email, YouTube, sports scores, Twitter, or any website that I have not specifically told you that you could use.  Using the computer for anything not approved is unacceptable.  The first time you will receive a warning, the next time you will receive a lunch detention and a phone call home, and the third time will be an administrative referral.  The same policy applies to cell phone use.  I don’t want to see your cell phone out AT ALL unless instructed otherwise.  
Be a person of character:  Make sure you are respectful and doing what you should be doing.  If I have to talk to you about your behavior, please don’t try to shift the problem to other student’s behavior – he/she is responsible for his/her own actions just as you are responsible for your own.  This is a business course and you are expected to behave maturely and professionally.  Today’s workforce is diverse.  You do not have to be best friends with everyone, but to be successful you must be able to get along with, collaborate with, and be respectful of coworkers and your supervisors.  It is the same in the classroom.  Also, we will be working in groups quite often.  Hold up your end of the bargain and do your work.  Your grades can and will reflect your individual contribution.
Be safe and comply with PCHS and WCPSS policies:  All PCHS and WCPSS rules and policies will be followed in this classroom.  You are responsible for knowing what they are so read your Parent/Student Handbook.  I will address a few rules that I want to emphasize.
Computer Use/Internet Access:  Panther Creek computers are for academic use only.  Any non-academic use of computers without permission may result in detention, referral to an administrator, or loss of computer privileges which will impact your work.  Your parent/guardian will be contacted if this becomes an issue.

No eating or drinking in the classroom:  Electronic equipment and books are very expensive so we need to take care of them.  You will be assigned a seat and held responsible for any damage to your computer, book, or desk.  Report any damage if you see any so you will not be held accountable.

Bathroom Passes:  Bathroom passes will be limited.  Ask for permission and I will fill out the bathroom pass. You may not leave during the first or last 10 minutes of class and only one person can be out of the room at a time.
Academic Dishonesty/Cheating:  Become familiar with the Wake County policy on this matter.  It does not matter if you give or receive work – you will receive a zero.  Do not put your classmates in an uncomfortable situation.  It is not worth it!
Grading/Course weights:
There are 8 Units in this course.  Each Unit is broken up into individual objectives.  At the end of each objective I will check all of your classwork for that objective and we will have a quiz.  At the end of each Unit we will have a test and you will submit a completed project that relates to the Unit.

	· Tests & Large Projects = 50%
	· Classwork & Small Projects = 30%

	· Quizzes = 15%
	· Participation = 5%


· First quarter = 40%, Second quarter = 40%, and final exam = 20%.
I am looking forward to a great semester.  If you ever have any concerns or questions please contact me right away so we can discuss them. 
